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This article is a brief introduction to the subject and is based upon our understanding of current law and HMRC practice. As it is for 

general information only, if you require advice specific to your own needs, please contact us. 
 

Things you need to do before you die 
 
 

1. See Paris (or Cleethorpes) 
 

2. Write a will 
 

By having a will, it should be clear to your family and heirs how you wish to distribute 
your assets. 
 

Visit: https://www.gov.uk/make-will 
 
You can write your own will and some stationers offer simple drafts for you to fill in, 
although this is certainly not for everybody. Regardless, you must ensure it is 
correctly witnessed. Alternatively, you can use a solicitor or specialist will-writer, both 
of whom will charge. 
 
Having a will helps to make the administration of your estate relatively simple for your 
executors after your day. 
 
If you don’t have a will it can cause problems and delays in distributing your estate. 
 

Visit: https://www.gov.uk/inherits-someone-dies-without-will 
 
Executors 
 
Within your will, you will need to appoint one or more executors. These are the people 
who will be responsible for distributing your estate in accordance with your will. You 
can appoint a solicitor or a bank as your executors but we recommend that close 
family members or trusted friends are a better solution. As executors, they then have 
to option to choose suitable solicitors should they need advice and guidance but they 
are not forced to do so. Sometimes, they may be able to handle the administration of 
the estate, known as ‘Probate’, themselves if it is fairly simple. 
 
Keep it Simple 
 
If you do write a will, our advice would be to keep it simple. Making it complicated is 
likely to lead to costs and possible disputes amongst your heirs. We would tend not to 
list individual assets which you may wish to go to certain people unless you have very 
fixed views on this. If you do so and your assets change dramatically in value, this 
can cause issues for your family and may even cause family strife. Instead, you could 
issue a side letter to your executers expressing your wishes, although it would not be 
legally binding. Alternatively, if you want young Johnny to have his grandmother’s 
shotgun, why not give it to him while you are still alive? 

 
3. Lasting Power of Attorney 

 
Think about arranging a lasting power of attorney. These are very important, possibly 
even more so than a will. 
 
There are two parts. One allows you to appoint somebody to look after your financial 
affairs if you become unable to do so or simply wish somebody to help if you are too 
busy or perhaps unwell. You can ask them to act whenever you wish. You do not have 
to be compos-mentis when they act on your behalf but you most certainly do have to 
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be of sound mind when you initially arrange the initial power. If you do then go 
doolally, they can handle your financial affairs but there are strict rules as to what 
they can and can’t do in order to provide you with suitable protection. 
 
If you don’t do this and then are unable to handle your financial affairs, everything is 
frozen and your family will have to apply to the court to take over your affairs; a 
much more costly, time consuming and onerous procedure when compared with 
writing the power in the first place. 
 
The second part covers your health and will usually kick in when you can no longer 
make suitable judgements. Once again, there are strict rules and protections. They 
can’t just haul you off to Switzerland when they choose. 
 

Visit: https://www.gov.uk/lasting-power-attorney-duties 
 
 

   https://www.gov.uk/power-of-attorney/make-lasting-power 
 

 
https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages/lasting-power-
attorney 
 
 

4. Nominate Beneficiaries For You Pensions 
 

The new pension rules which came into effect in April 2015 are nothing short of a 
revolution in the way pensions are managed.  
 
If you die, the cash still left in your pension pot can now effectively be either paid out 
free of taxes if you die before age 75 or can be passed onto your heirs free of 
inheritance tax. 
 
By nominating beneficiaries to receive your funds in the event of your death, the cash 
can be paid out on receipt of the death certificate. Your heirs do not have to wait until 
probate has been granted. 
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